Science Fair Project:  Due November 30th
Objective: Use the Scientific Method to make a Science Fair Project.

Step 1:  Come up with a project:  YES IT CAN BE CHEAP AND EASY!!

The best way to come up with an idea is to think of what you are most interested and come up with an experiment or project to do within that topic.

A. Another way you can get ideas is from the library.  There are plenty of books with Science Fair Projects topics.  SEE YOUR TEACHER FOR IDEAS… www.sciencebuddies.org a good site.
Step 2: Ask a question.  


Every good project begins with a good question.

Step 3: Form a hypothesis.  A hypothesis is an educated guess to the question that is asked (make a prediction).  It should be in an if/then statement.   
Step 4:  

A. Gather Information.  Research at the library or on the internet. 

B.  Test the hypothesis through an experiment. Be sure to have a control, dependent, and independent variable.
C. Collect data through notes and/or pictures.
Step 5:    Analyze the results.  Tables and graphs are a great way to analyze your results.
Step 6: Draw your conclusions:  Bases on your data and what you discover, you must conclude if your hypothesis. Was correct or not?  If it is not, make a check for errors or make a new hypothesis.  

Step 7: Communicate your results.  Write a report.  The report needs to include all of the following in a folder or binder:

A. Title: The title needs to explain what the project is about.

B. Abstract: A 2-3 paragraph summary that describes the projects and your conclusion.

C. Introduction: This presents the background (your research) that leads to the hypothesis you are testing.  

D. Methods and Materials:  This communicates that you did and things you used.  It should be written like a story in the past tense.

E. Results: This states only what happened.  Here is where you place tables, charts, and graphs.  Save the analysis however until the discussion.

F. Discussion: Analyze the results in terms of your hypothesis.  Really discuss the data and your analysis in this part.

G. Conclusions and Summary: Report your major findings.  Was your hypothesis correct – how do you know?  Was your hypothesis incorrect -  why?

H. Literature Cited:  This is a reference list of written material you used in your research – books, magazines, internet, encyclopedias, etc.

Step 8: Create a display.  Most often this is a three-panel display.  You do not need to buy one (it is optional!).  You can make your own out of cardboard.  Your display may be on poster board.  See your teacher if you need materials!!!  Be sure to include your title, question, hypothesis, variables, control, introduction, materials, methods, results, and conclusions on your display.  You may also want to include pictures on the display.  Be creative!!                                                                                          Step 9: Turn in the project on Nov.30th.   Winners will be sent on to the school science fair on Dec. 8th 
